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the Democratic candidate. But in 1932 the Progressives, after Phil was beaten in the primaries by a conservative, bolted the Republican ticket, and two years later the Progressive party was formally organized at a convention at Fond du Lac. Phil ran for governor and Bob for the senate as Progressives, and both won handsomely. They supported the New Deal on various measures; FDR smiled upon them, and presently, instead of being a splinter Republican, party, the Progressives became close allies of the New Deal Bob didn't agree with Roosevelt on foreign policy, certainly. But even in 1940 he ran with New Deal blessing, and folk like Harry Hopkins assisted his campaign.
But I am getting ahead of the story. Phil wanted to build up a real countrywide party. He called it the National Progressives of America, and it was launched in 1938. He invented a device, a cross within a circle, as an insigne, which was supposed to signify, among other things, the ballot box, "the multiplication of wealth" and "the unity of the nation." But promptly it was dubbed a "circumcised swastika" by folk who didn't take Phil as seriously as he took himself. At about the same time, as a Wisconsin friend of mine put it, he "began to talk a lot of damn strange stuff." He had visited Europe and old-line Progressives were horrified to hear him speak in accents that seemed unduly to reflect European influences of the time. He told friends that democracy had become too cumbersome, that it needed more direction, that people liked to feel in a positive way that they belonged to a movement, and that maybe new techniques in uniforms, pageantry and the like might be useful. At this period it was never quite clear whether the National Progressives were to remain an independent movement, rescue the Democratic party from the town bosses, or go back to the Republicans. Some of Phil's old comrades said that, since FDR had put into the law of the land most of what his father had fought for, any attempt to fight him would be lunatic. It was during this time, I was told in Madison, that Phil thought that the procedure of government in Wisconsin might be made simpler if the governor, not the legislature, should initiate legislation; the function of the legislature would merely be to approve. Shades of the Reichstag! At the mass meeting where the movement was launched, a big banner, with Cross in Circle, was spread out behind the stage; uniformed ushers, spotlights, and a band were part of the regalia. It was all somewhat ridiculous ancl somewhat Caesarian.
After the 1940 campaign and then Pearl Harbor the Progressives began to decline seriously. Phil went into the Army and became an officer on the staff of General MacArthur. Bob, however, stuck to his knitting as a senator and an extremely able one. In 1944, instead of being a force that could tip the balance either way (after all, the Progressives had been the chief influence whereby Roosevelt carried the state three times) they were ground out between the two big parties,